Veratria. This potent alkaloid has of late been extolled as an external application, in an ex-professo treatise on the subject, in a strain which has made sober people smile and doubt, and do everything but applaud. If we were to credit the fervid panegyric just mentioned, (the Currus triumphalis Veratria,) this alkaloid is not merely efficacious in those diseases which are often benefited by external stimulants, but is a panacea in more than half the ills that flesh is heir to, including dropsy, and organic disease of the heart. It is to be exhibited in the form of an ointment, containing twenty grains or more of veratria to the ounce; and though, in the hands of other physicians, this would cause violent excoriation, the vaunter of veratria has never met with this accident.
The plain fact appears to be, that veratria like any other unsparing stimulant may be occasionally useful, when applied externally; but unfortunately it is not from the worshipper that we can learn the faults of the idol; nor is it from the writer of the indiscriminating and unscientific treatise in question that we can hope to ascertain the cases in which other and safer stimulants are to be preferred. There 
